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A. EXISTING CONDITIONS
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@ SH - 69 @ S. WASHINGTON

SH - 69 @ N WASHINGTON AVE
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B.  WAYFINDING TYPOLOGY
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Interpretive	 Storytelling

Identifiers	 Site Designation

Mapping	 Orientation
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Navigating
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WAYFINDING SIGNAGE  -  MESSAGING SYSTEM



24

C.  STREETSCAPE
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A.  L IGHTING B. PAVING C.  LANDSCAPE D. FURNISHINGS

S T R E E T S C A P E  -  E N H A N C E M E N T S
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S T R E E T S C A P E  -  I N T E R S E C T I O N S

PLANTINGPAVING TRAFFIC POLE CLADDINGCURB WALLS

ART BOX
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LOGO MARK

PRIMARY LOGO

TERTIARY LOGO

LOGOTYPE

BADGE

These colors are used the most 
when designing Cleveland 
print and digital collateral. 

They play a key part of the 
brand identity and are integral 
to maintaining brand consis-
tency.

Piney Woods

Leather

Warm White

10%40% 30% 20%
Recommended guideline for the 
percent of each color that you 
will use when implenting your 
new brand identity. 

P R I M A R Y  B R A N D  
C O L O R S

INTEGRATION OF BRANDING INTO CITYWIDE SIGNAGE STRATEGY 

Fol lowing the complet ion of  the  City  of  C leveland Branding and Logo Plan by Dest inat ion By Design in  ear ly  2025,  M2L was engaged 
to  interpret  and apply  the new branding system within  the  c i ty ’s  bui l t  environment.  Ut i l i z ing  the foundat ional  v isual  ident i ty  estab -
l i shed through the branding p lan,  M2L developed a  comprehensive s ignage vocabulary  intended to  uni fy  and strengthen the c i ty ’s 
v isual  presence across  a  range of  publ ic  spaces  and distr icts . 

M2L had previous ly  conducted a  c i tywide analys is  to  ident i fy  key opportunit ies  for  the p lacement  and typology of  s ignage,  which 
was completed in  late  2024.  This  analys is  inc luded the rev iew of  corr idors ,  gateways,  c iv ic  nodes,  and neighborhood dest inat ions  to 
determine where wayf inding s ignage could have the most  meaningful  impact .  The outcome of  th is  effort  was a  s ignage hierarchy en -
compass ing gateway monuments,  regulatory  s ignage,  interpret ive  s ignage,  vehicular  and pedestr ian d irect ional  wayf inding ,  and c i ty 
and distr ict  ident i f icat ion e lements . 

Drawing d irect ly  f rom Dest inat ion By Design’s  branding approach,  M2L ut i l i zed the color  palette,  logo forms,  and graphic  moti fs  to 
create a  v isual  cont inuity  between the two-dimensional  forms and the environmental  des ign appl icat ion.  The  des ign team explored 
var ious  forms and mater ia ls—including concrete,  wood,  metals ,  stone,  and masonry—that  could both embody the  brand’s  color 
schemes and respond to  C leveland’s  community  context  and history.  These mater ia ls  were  se lected to  provide durabi l i ty,  leg ib i l i ty, 
and aesthet ic  cohesion across  a  range of  environmental  condit ions. 
M2L has  trans lated the c i ty ’s  new v isual  ident i ty  into a  funct ional  and adaptable  s ignage system that  can be implemented consistent-
ly  across  d iverse appl icat ions  and uses.  The  result ing  consensus  des ign fami ly  approach balances  brand integr i ty  with  a  phys ica l  bui l t 
context ,  a l lowing s ignage e lements  to  ref lect  the  unique character  of  d i fferent  aspects  of  the c i ty  whi le  mainta in ing a  cohesive c i ty-
wide image. 

This  work provides  the Economic  Development Corporat ion with mult ip le  des ign opt ions  and implementat ion pathways,  ensur ing that 
C leveland’s  new brand is  re inforced through v is ib le ,  tangib le ,  and endur ing express ions  within  the  urban landscape,  complementing 
the c i ty ’s  other  funct ions  and market ing strategies .

TAG LINE

SEALS

B R A N D I N G  A N D  L O G O  P R O P O S A L
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I N S P I R A T I O N A L  T Y P O L O G Y  S T U D Y 

S H A P E S  A N D  F O RM S

M A T E R I A L S  A N D  T E X T U R E

BRINGING GRAPHIC IDENTITY TO THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
M2L transforms graphic  logos  and typefaces  into a  cohesive des ign language that  can be exper ienced throughout  the bui l t  environment.  By  deconstruct ing the  core 

brand e lements—shapes,  colors ,  and typography—M2L develops  forms and patterns  that  can be  appl ied across  s ignage,  structures,  and publ ic  spaces.  Mater ia ls  such 

as  metal ,  g lass ,  and concrete are  se lected to  ref lect  both the brand’s  color  palette  and the character  of  each s i te .  The  result  i s  a  f lex ib le ,  durable,  and v isual ly  consis -

tent  system that  extends the c i ty ’s  ident i ty  beyond pr int  and dig i ta l  media,  creat ing a  recognizable  and uni f ied presence in  the phys ica l  landscape.
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M A T E R I A L  M A N I P U L A T I O N  S T U D Y

MATERIALITY AND BRANDING
For  th is  project ,  M2L trans lated the c i ty ’s  new branding—celebrat ing i ts  hometown character,  connect ion to  nature,  and local  h istory—into a  des ign system that  could l ive 

throughout  the bui l t  environment.  Drawing from the brand’s  shapes,  colors ,  and graphic  marks,  M2L explored how these e lements  could inform the structure and detai l ing  of 

s ignage and architectural  features.  The team studied how di fferent  mater ia ls  and f in ishes  could express  the brand’s  warmth and authent ic i ty.  Concepts  inc luded the  use of  wood 

and corten steel  to  ref lect  the p iney woods and natural  textures  of  the region,  stone and concrete to  reference  histor ic  craftsmanship,  and painted or  i l luminated metal  accents 

to  br ing freshness  and v is ib i l i ty. 
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M A T E R I A L S  A N D  C O L O R S

PAINTED METAL

BOARD FORM CONCRETE LIMESTONE STAINLESS STEEL

CORTEN STEEL CONCRETE

BRANDING COLORS
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E.  S IGNAGE FAMILY OPTIONS
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O P T I O N  1  -  W A Y F I N D I N G  S I G N A G E

APPLIED BRANDING GRAPHICS

MAJOR INTERSECTION DISTRICT MARKER FACILITY SIGN
HORIZONTAL

ROADWAY PEDESTRIAN

STAINLESS STEEL CUTOUT OFFSET

STAINLESS STEEL CUTOUT OFFSET

VINYL GRAPHIC LOGO VINYL GRAPHICS OVER 
ALUMINUM BLADE

GRAPHIC METAL EMBED

CORTEN STEEL OVER TUBULAR FRAME

CORTEN STEEL OVER TUBULAR FRAME

TUBULAR METAL FRAME

CORTEN

CORTEN

CORTEN 
PLATE

GRAPHIC GRAPHIC 
CUTOUTCUTOUT

METAL LIGHT-BOX

METAL WALL
LED CHANNEL 

LED CHANNEL 
LETTERS

LED LIGHT-BOX W/ 
PUSH-THROUGH 

STAINLESS STEEL 
GRAPHICS OFFSET

STAINLESS STEEL GRAPHICS OFFSET

BOARD FORM CONCRETE

BOARD FORM CONCRETE

BOARD 

METAL EMBED 

CORTEN BLADE 
W/ S.S. GRAPHIC 

METAL GRAPHICS 
W/ REMOVABLE 

METAL GRAPHICS 
W/ REMOVABLE 

SANDBLASTED GRAPHICS

GRAPHIC NAMEPLATE

BOARD FORM 
CONCRETE

GATEWAY MONUMENT

OVERHEAD STREET SIGN

SECONDARY- HORIZONTAL SECONDARY- 
VERTICAL

LANDSCAPE 
FEATURE
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O P T I O N  2  -  W A Y F I N D I N G  S I G N A G E

GATEWAY MONUMENT 
OPTION 1

GATEWAY MONUMENT 
OPTION 2

SECONDARY- HORIZONTAL SECONDARY- VERTICAL

MAJOR INTERSECTION DISTRICT MARKER FACILITY SIGN
HORIZONTAL

ROADWAY PEDESTRIAN

APPLIED BRANDING GRAPHICS
LED LIGHT CHANNEL LETTER

CORTEN STEEL OVER FRAME

BACK-LIT TRIM

LED LIGHT CHANNEL LETTER

LIGHT BOX W/ ACRYLIC FRONT 

CORTEN OVER 
TUBULAR FRAME

BOARD FORM CONCRETE

LED CHANNEL LETTERS

LIGHT BOX W/ ACRYLIC 
FRONT FACE

VINYL OVER ALUMINUM BLADE

METAL PANEL 
W/EMBEDDED 

TUBULAR 
STEEL FRAME

STONE BASE

GRAPHIC LOGO 
LIGHT-BOX

GRAPHIC IMAGE 
OVERLAY

GRAPHIC LOGO LIGHT-BOX

BOARD FORM 
CONC. BASE

LED CHANNEL 
LETTERS

GRAPHIC LOGO 
METAL EMBED

GRAPHIC IMAGE 
OVERLAY

OVERHEAD STREET SIGN



34

O P T I O N  3  -  W A Y F I N D I N G  S I G N A G E

LED CHANNEL 
LETTERS

APPLIED BRANDING GRAPHICS

LED CHANNEL 
LETTERS GRAPHIC CUTOUTGRAPHIC CUTOUT

CORTEN STEEL

OFF-WHITE GRAPHIC 

CORTEN GRAPHIC LOGO

LED CHANNEL
LETTERS BACK-LIT

CAST STONE W/ 
S.S. BORDER

LED CHANNEL 
LETTERS 

CORTEN STEEL

MAJOR INTERSECTION DISTRICT MARKER FACILITY SIGN
HORIZONTAL

ROADWAY PEDESTRIAN

GATEWAY MONUMENT 
OPTION 1

GATEWAY MONUMENT 
OPTION 2

SECONDARY- HORIZONTAL

BOARD FORM CONC. 
BASE

VINYL OVER ALUMINUM 

LOGO INSPIRED TOPPER

TUBULAR STEEL 
FRAME  W/S.S. 

BOARD FORM 
CONCRETE

OVERHEAD STREET SIGN
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MAJOR INTERSECTION FACILITY SIGN
HORIZONTAL

STREET SIGNAGE

SECONDARY- HORIZONTALGATEWAY MONUMENT
GATEWAY MONUMENT 
(Narrow FootPrint)

SECONDARY 
VERTICAL

LANDSCAPE 
FEATURE

C O N S E N S U S  O P T I O N  -  W A Y F I N D I N G  S I G N A G E

OVERHEAD STREET SIGN

Option ‘A’                              Option ‘B’

LOCAL STREET SIGN

Street Sign    Intersection   Auto Directional      Pedestrian Directional
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C O N S E N S U S  O P T I O N  -  W A Y F I N D I N G  S I G N A G E

GATEWAY MONUMENT
GATEWAY MONUMENT 
(Narrow FootPrint)

Option ‘1’                              Option ‘2’

LED LIGHT CHANNEL LETTER

CORTEN STEEL OVER FRAME
CORTEN STEEL 
OVER FRAME

LED LIGHT 
CHANNEL

STAINLESS STEEL CUTOUT OFFSET

CORTEN STEEL OVER TUBULAR FRAME

METAL LIGHT-BOX

BOARD FORM CONCRETE
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C O N S E N S U S  O P T I O N  -  W A Y F I N D I N G  S I G N A G E

SECONDARY- HORIZONTAL SECONDARY 
VERTICAL

LANDSCAPE 
FEATURE

LED LIGHT CHANNEL

CORTEN

METAL WALL
LED CHANNEL 
LETTERS

LED CHANNEL LET-
TERS

STAINLESS STEEL 
GRAPHICS OFFSET

BOARD FORM CON-
CRETE

STAINLESS STEEL CUTOUT OFFSET

CORTEN STEEL OVER 
TUBULAR FRAME

CORTEN WITH GRAPHIC CUTOUT
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C O N S E N S U S  O P T I O N  -  W A Y F I N D I N G  S I G N A G E

MAJOR INTERSECTION FACILITY SIGN
HORIZONTAL

STREET SIGNAGE

OVERHEAD STREET SIGN

LED LIGHT-BOX W/ 
PUSH-THROUGH 
LETTERS

BOARD FORM 
CONCRETE

LOCAL STREET SIGN

Street Sign    Intersection   Auto Directional      Pedestrian 
Directional

Michael Mauer
Polygonal Line
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F.  ESTIMATE OF SIGN COSTS
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C O N S E N S U S  D E S I G N  -  S I G N A G E  C O S T  A N A L Y S I S

GATEWAY MONUMENT

MA JOR INTERSECTION

SECONDARY MONUMENT LANDSCAPE FEATURES

NEXT INTERSECTION FACILITY SIGNAGE CORNER POST
DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGEMETAL OVERLAY(Painted steel )  - - - - - 	 $45,000

OVERHEAD SIGN(Aluminum/vinyl )  - - 	$2,000
STONE BASE - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 	$3,000

MONUMENT (Corten over  steel  f rame)-- - 	$60,000 
SIGN PANEL(L ight  box with LED letters) - - 	$30,000 
LOW WALL (Boardform concrete)- - - - - - - - - - 	$25,000

SIGN PANEL(Corten,  SS  Letters) - - - - - - 	$25,000
ACCENT WALL (Metal  w/ LED letters) -$10,000
LOW WALL (Boardform concrete-- - - - -  $6,000

MONUMENT(Corten over  steel  f rame 
            w/  SS  grahic) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$30,000 
ACCENT(Corten w/cutout) - - - - - - - - -$  5 ,000 

SIGN PANEL(Aluminum with v iny l )  -  $4,000

VEHICLE(metal/v iny l )  - - - - - - - -  	$6,500
PEDESTRIAN(Corten/metal ) - -  $8,000

SIGNAGE(L ight  box with  push three letters , 
Boardform concrete)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  $17,500

ASSEMBLY -  $3,500

Disclaimer:  Costs  shown are  es t imated for  budget  purposes  only.  Construct ion and 
engineer ing fees  wil l  vary depending on the total  project  scope of  work and when work 
is  bid.  The above numbers  do not  include electr ical  service,  landscape,  i r r igat ion,  and 
misc.  i tems.

6’
-0
”

GATEWAY MONUMENT (Narrow)

OPTION A (Corten over  steel  f rame,  SS  accent , 
                                 LED backl i t )  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  $60,000 
OPTION B (Corten over  steel  f rame,  SS  accent , 
                                 LED backl i t )  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  $65,000

Option A                                                                    Opt ion B

Vehicular                                   Pedestr ian
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