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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland City Cemeteries include the Cleveland Memorial Cemetery (17.57 acres) and the Precinct 20 Cemetery (4.24 acres). Maps showing the location of lots and spaces in the cemeteries are available in the Administrative Office at City Hall.

To assist the City in its efforts to maintain these cemeteries’ beauty, the regulations in this manual have been adopted by the City Council.

All lot owners and persons interested in the cemeteries are requested to familiarize themselves with and conform to these regulations, and report any infraction thereof, in order that the City Cemeteries may be a permanent and beautiful symbol of reverence for the deceased.

If you have any questions, please call the Administrative Office at (281) 592-2667.

Thank you.






























I. LOT/SPACE INFORMATION

A. Lot/Space Dimensions:
1. Full lots in the city cemeteries consist of eight (8) grave spaces.
2. Lots measure 20’ X 20’ and individual grave spaces measure 5’ X 10’ except   the new section where the lots are 4’ X 10’.
3. In Babyland, a space equals 5’ X 3-1/4’.
4. In the Urn Garden, a space equals 2-1/2’ X 3-1/4’.
B. Purchase:
1. All lots, part of a lot, or space must be purchased in advance before use.
2. Only a maximum of eight (8) spaces may be purchased at one time.
3. If time payments are used, then at least 50% of the total plot cost must be paid down and the remaining balance paid twelve equal monthly payments plus simple interest of 10%.
4. If time payments are delinquent by sixty (60) days, then the lot, part of lot, or space will revert back to the City after notification.
5. The purchaser must agree to abide by the City regulations.
6. Under no circumstances will cemetery lots be re-purchased by the City after they have been sold.
7. Deed issuing fee established of $5.00 for deed transfer and duplications.
C. Ownership:
The deed issued for any lot, part of lot, or grave space, conveys owner the exclusive-right of sepulcher on such lot or part thereof.
D. Responsibility:
1. It shall be the duty and responsibility of the funeral directors and others interested in the purchase and sale of a lot and/or grave spaces in the City Cemeteries to obtain the necessary information from the City Cemetery Sexton concerning the status and availability of lots and spaces.
2. All graves shall be dug and filled by licensed funeral directors conducting the burials and the City of Cleveland shall be not be responsible for digging such graves. 

II. INTERMENTS:

A. Licensed Funeral Directors
All graves must be dug and filled by licensed funeral directors conducting the burials and the City of Cleveland will not be responsible for digging such graves.
B. Permits
1. A burial permit must be obtained from the Cemetery Sexton before burial in the
City Cemeteries.
2. A marker permit must be issued by the Cemetery Sexton for the erection of a monument or marker.
C. Transfer of Interment Rights
The exclusive right of sepulture in a space in the City Cemeteries conveyed by a
Deed is freely alienable by the owner, his heirs and/or legatees at any time before an interment is made therein. Such right must be transferred by a written declaration filed and recorded by the Cemetery Sexton.
III. DECORATIONS:

A. Artificial Flowers:
The purpose of artificial flowers is to look natural, but contrary to general belief, these decorations do not keep their original appearance for any great length of time when left outside in the rain, wind, and sun. These decorations will be removed when they no longer look natural.
B. Containers:
Containers may be used but must be placed securely on the base or on top of the headstone. In order to protect the beauty of the markers, tin cans should not be placed on them since the weather will cause rust spots. The use of wire creates an extremely dangerous hazard both to visitors and equipment; therefore, containers must not be staked down with any material not a part of the container. Standing floral wreaths tend to be easily blown away by the wind and it is suggested they not be used. In order to protect the beauty of the markers, tin cans should not be placed on them since the weather will cause rust spots.
C. Breakage:
Every reasonable effort will be made to respect each decoration; however, the City cannot be responsible for the breakage of stands and vases.

IV. MARKERS:

A. Lawn Type or Upright Markers
Lots to be developed to allow the use of upright markers in all sections of the cemetery, if the property owners so desire. Footstones are allowed providing that they are set below the surface of the ground so as not to interfere with the mowers.
B. Material
Grave markers or anything made of metal will not be allowed upon the lots in the cemeteries, except bronze tablets, bronze markers, or light material set below the surface of the ground so as not to interfere with the mowers.
C. Slabs
Slabs are not to be permitted as a covering for graves.
D. Fees
A permit shall be issued by the Cemetery Sexton for the erection of markers at a fee of $20.00.
E. Liners
Concrete liners shall be used for all graves, excluding baby graves.

V. MAINTENANCE:

A. Gardening
All gardening, landscape work, improvements and care of grave spaces, lots, and property of the City Cemetery and all planting, trimming, cutting, and removing of grass, trees, and shrubs, will be done only by the City.

B. Flower Removal
Flowers and wreaths will be removed from the graves when, in the judgment of the cemetery supervisor, they become unsightly. Members of the family desiring to retain flowers or wreaths from the grave must remove them within twenty-four (24) hours after the interment.
C. Planting Trees and Shrubs
It shall be unlawful for any person to plant any tree or shrub upon any lot or plat in the City Cemeteries.
D. Fence
All graves in the City Cemetery must be covered with sod at all times and no coping, fence or hedge of any kind may be placed around a grave and no mound will be permitted on a grave. Flags placed on graves of Veterans will be permitted to remain one day preceding and one day following Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day.
E. Debris
All debris, rubbish, and waste must be placed in containers provided by the City for this purpose.
F.  The City of Cleveland shall have the right to remove any tree or shrub plants or found growing upon any lot or plot in the City Cemeteries. The City shall have the right to remove any object or enclosure that is not in accordance with these rules and regulations.
G. Pavilion-type structures will be allowed in designated sections of the cemetery; Concrete benches will be allowed in designated sections.

VI. CONDUCT WITHIN CEMETERY:

A. All persons must remain quiet while interment services are being conducted.
B. No person carrying intoxicating liquors or conducting himself in a disorderly manner will be permitted to enter or remain within the cemetery ground.
C. No person may solicit or bring any advertising display of any kind into the cemetery ground other than permanent signs placed on vehicles or uniforms.
D. Dogs and other domestic animals will not be allowed on the cemetery ground or in any building.
E. All persons are prohibited from gathering flowers, breaking vegetation or disturbing wildfire in the City Cemetery.
F. Funeral directors will be held strictly responsible for the action of their vehicle drivers and other personnel while within the cemetery grounds.

VII. RESERVED RIGHTS:

The City Cemetery reserves the right from time to time, to enlarge, reduce, replat, or change the boundaries or grading of the cemetery or any section thereof, including the right to modify or change the location of, remove or re-grade roads, drives, and/or walks or any part thereof, and to lay, maintain, operate, alter or change pipelines, sprinkler systems and drainage system. The City Cemetery reserves the right to use and to place trees, shrubs, features, monuments and works or art on portions of the Cemetery not sold to individual lot owners. The City Cemetery reserves unto itself a perpetual right of ingress and egress over graves, grave spaces, and lots for purposes of maintenance and for any and all lawful purposes.

VIII. PRICES:

There shall be charged and collected for each lot, part of a lot, or grave space sold in said cemeteries the following charges:

		Resident
a) For one full lot (8 grave spaces) $14,000.00
b) For ½ lot (4 grave spaces) $7,000.00
c) For 1/4 lot (2 grave spaces) $3,500.00
d) For a single grave space $1,750.00
e) For a single urn space $750.00
f) After-hours urn burial $150.00
g) For a single space in babyland $150.00
Non-Resident
a) For one full lot (8 grave spaces) $20,000.00
b) For ½ lot (4 grave spaces) $10,000.00
c) For 1/4 lot (2 grave spaces) $5,000.00
d) For a single grave space $2,500.00
e) For a single urn space $1,000.00
f) After-hours urn burial $150.00
f) For a single space in babyland $150.00
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