
RULE OF CONDUCI AND COURT DECORUM

FOR THE CITY OF CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COURT

I. AUTHORTTY IOR RUI.ES

lJnderthe lnhe.ent power and duty ol allTexas court
as codlfied in Section 21.002, Government Code, the

lollowing Rules of Conduct and Decorum shall apply

ahd govern any ahd allproceedinSs held before the
MunlcipalCourt of the City ofCleveland, County of
Llberty, State of Texa3.

II. FORMAI. OPENING

Each sesslon of court shall be brought to order by

formal annouhcement bythe Balllff ofthe Court,

requirint allto rlse a5 the Judge tak€s the gench.

III, CONOUCT REqUIRED OF ALT PERsONS

WHlt"E ATTEIiIDING mURT
Whlle Court is ln sessTon there shallbe:

a. No smoklnt or use oftobacco products.

b. No.hewinggurn or candy.

c- No readlng newspapeR or ma8azines,

d. No proppin8 of feet or sitting on tables,

chalrs benahes or raiiings,

e. No talking or loud nolses.

t- No food or beverages.
g. No gestures. facial expressions, or sounds

ind icatlon ap prova I or dlsa pproval.

h. No inapproprlate attire includin& but not
llmited to:
1, Tank tops
2. Muscle shlrt3

3, vulgar or offensive lantuage on shin.
4. Shorts unless part ofa work unlform

and otherwise appropriate.

5, Hats.

l. No vlCeo or audio recording equlpment of
any klnd shall be tumed on ln the
Courtroom wlthout the prlor approvalol
the Judge, Such equipment Include! but is

not llmlted toi rtlll cameras, and all audio

recording devlces. NO PORTABLE PHONES

MAY 8E USED IN THE COURT ROOM.

Personalpagers may be used in the
vlbrating or silent posltion.

j. No weapons are permitted except

those carried or possessed by

commissioned peace officers, or as

needed for evldence in court.

k. Disruptive children must remain in the
lobby and accompanled by an adult.

CONDUCT REqUIRED OF COUSELAl{D P8O

SE DEFAT'I DANTS

a, Attorneys shall observe the letter and splrlt

ofthe cano.ls of et rics, including those

concernlng lmproper ex parte

communlcatlons wlth thejudge and with
those deallnt wlth discusslon ofcases wlth
representarive of the medla,

b. Attorneys shall advlse their clle'lts and

wltnesses ofthe Rules of Decorum that may

be eppli.ab e.

c. Pro se DefendanE (defendant acting as

their own defense) shall conform thelr
behavlor to allprovisions application to
counsel.

c, counselshall be dressed approprlately

wh lle in attenda nce of th e court, un les!

otherwise permitted by the tourt.
e. All parties rhall be prompt in a.riving for

Court and in attendina to Court business.

f. Once a party has entered the couftroom
and ls appearinB before the Court, he/she

shall not leave without obtaininE
permisslon ftom the court.

t. All remarks ofcounseltothe Coun shall be

addressed to the court fo.mally.
h. All objectlons, argumehts and other

comments shall be directed to the ludSe or
,ury and not to opposlng counsel,

i. ln addressing the Court, Couhsel shall rlse

and remaln standlng atthelr pos:tlons at

counseltable.

i. Counse shall not lean on the bench, sit on

the ralls or tables, or appear to engage the
Court in a confidential manner.

k. The coLrj't may enforce these rule5 of
conduct and decorum by appropriate adion
or sanctions.

l. Request for a lan8uate lnterpretet should

be made at the time a plea is entered.

m. Court Cle*s cannot provlde leSal advice.

Rellance upon a pollce offlcer's verbal

staternent(r) regardintdisposition of an

offensa is not blndlng upon the court.

n. Attorneys mu!t remain with their client(s)

until all pape.work is completed/ signed.

o. Nothlng herein shall prevenl or prohlbltthe

further adoption of additional rule! of
decolum.

Judge Ralph Fuller


